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Press Release 
 
  
 

Open Innovation of ZEISS and the Advanced Retina Imaging Network 

advances Swept-Source OCT technology for better vision care 
 

The collaboration of the Advanced Retina Imaging (ARI) Network, a global consortium of 
renowned clinical researchers, and the Medical Technology business group of ZEISS is 
opening new insights into retinal disease and driving the development of new OCT 
technology to advance patient care today and in the future. At ARVO 2017, ZEISS 
demonstrates new Swept-Source OCT and OCT Angiography technology, which was 
developed through its Open Innovation approach, to support researchers in their quest 
for new clinical applications for diseases affecting the retina.  

 

DUBLIN, California USA / May 6, 2017. 

At this year’s ARVO (Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology) 2017 Annual Meeting, 
ZEISS is releasing a number of significant advancements to its PLEX Elite* 9000 Swept-Source OCT and 
OCT Angiography platform which were developed through ZEISS’ Open Innovation approach with the A R 
I Network. ZEISS will be demonstrating the potential of Swept-Source OCT with 200kHz technology; 
anterior segment OCT angiography; and new software for advanced vascular assessment for diseases 
such as Diabetic Retinopathy (DR) and Retinal Vein Occlusion (RVO). In addition to unveiling the widest 
field of view captured in a single OCT Angiography scan, the new Swept-Source technology from ZEISS 
will showcase the ability to rapidly acquire Ultra-Wide OCT Angiography montage for unprecedented 
visualization of retinal vasculature with up to a 70 degree field of view.  

PLEX Elite 9000 from ZEISS, a powerful Swept-Source OCT and OCT Angiography platform, is offered as 
the clinical research technology at the core of the A R I Network. This technology allows the potential to 
see deeper, wider and in more detail from the vitreous to the sclera in the posterior segment. Each PLEX 
Elite imaging system in the A R I Network is maintained at the cutting edge with iterative technology 
upgrades which are developed through Open Innovation with the A R I Network, giving A R I Network 
members access to the latest innovations in retinal imaging technology. 

The A R I Network is focused on exploring new clinical applications for the diagnosis and treatment of eye 
disease and through Open Innovation with ZEISS is advancing OCT innovation for clinical research and 
for daily ophthalmic practice. Since the launch of the A R I Network at the ARVO 2016 Annual Meeting, 
the consortium of clinicians at the forefront of retinal research will expand to over 200 clinical collaboration 
sites.  Philip J. Rosenfeld, M.D., Ph.D., Chairman of the A R I Network, has formed a Steering Committee, 
consisting of sixteen of the world’s most distinguished retinal specialists, to guide the A R I Network’s 
clinical discovery agenda and to lead the A R I Network’s collaboration with the scientists at ZEISS to 
advance technology to support members in their work.  

“ZEISS’ Swept-Source OCT and OCT Angiography platform is truly a remarkable breakthrough in our 
quest to achieve better, wider, deeper, and faster imaging of the retina and choroid. This technology 
opens up a new world of structural and microvascular clarity,” says Dr. Rosenfeld, Chairman of the A R I 
Network. “This collaboration between the retina experts in the A R I Network and the engineers and 
scientists at ZEISS is vital to the advancement of retinal and choroidal imaging and scientific discovery.”  

“The A R I Network leverages the power of numbers with impressive global information sharing between 
top academic institutes allowing large studies with a higher number of patients than the usual 
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Brief profile 
Carl Zeiss Meditec AG (ISIN: DE 0005313704), which is listed on TecDAX of the German stock exchange, is one of 
the world’s leading medical technology companies. The Company supplies innovative technologies and application-
oriented solutions designed to help doctors improve the quality of life of their patients. It provides complete packages 
of solutions for the diagnosis and treatment of eye diseases, including implants and consumable materials. The 
Company creates innovative visualization solutions in the field of microsurgery. With approximately 2,900 employees 
worldwide, the Group generated revenue of € 1,088 million in financial year 2015/16 (to 30 September). 

The Group’s head office is located in Jena, Germany, and it has subsidiaries in Germany and abroad; more than 50 
percent of its employees are based in the USA, Japan, Spain and France. The Center for Application and Research 
(CARIn) in Bangalore, India and the Carl Zeiss Innovations Center for Research and Development in Shanghai, China, 
strengthen the Company's presence in these rapidly developing economies. Around 41 percent of Carl Zeiss Meditec 
AG’s shares are in free float. The remaining approx. 59 percent are held by Carl Zeiss AG, one of the world’s leading 
companies in the optical and optoelectronic industries.  

For more information visit our website at: http://www.zeiss.com/med 

 

collaboration with one or two centers,” says Nadia Waheed, M.D, M.P.H, Associate Professor of 
Ophthalmology at Tufts Medical School and Director of the Boston Image Reading Center. “Plus through 
the Network, ZEISS responds to our study needs by developing new clinical tools to identify and quantify 
data and provides access to the highest quality imaging technology which is imperative for studying AMD, 
particularly dry AMD.” 

“ZEISS has been the vanguard of OCT innovation since ZEISS introduced the first commercially available 
ophthalmic OCT in 1996. Now ZEISS is pushing the boundaries of traditional innovation methods with our 
Open Innovation approach which is rapidly advancing Swept Source technology,” says Jim Mazzo, Global 
President Ophthalmic Devices at Carl Zeiss Meditec. “This new prototype Swept Source OCT platform 
promises to provide even faster, deeper and higher definition scans than ever before helping researchers 
open new doors of discovery.”  

 “We are honored to collaborate with the members of the A R I Network to continually advance innovation 
in support of their work in understanding eye diseases,” says Dr. Ludwin Monz, President and CEO of 
Carl Zeiss Meditec. “Collaboration is at the heart of ZEISS’ innovation process, Open Innovation with the 
rapid exchange of ideas and insights between researchers around the world and the scientists at ZEISS is 
helping fuel scientific discovery and accelerate technology development which may change vision care as 
we know it for the benefit of patients today and tomorrow.” 

ZEISS Medical Technology will be exhibiting at the ARVO 2017 Annual Meeting in Baltimore, Booth 3615.   

*PLEX Elite 9000 is CE Marked and available for sale in selected CE Mark countries. PLEX Elite 9000 is FDA cleared and available for sale 

in the US. However, the distribution of the device is limited to institutions conducting research. The recipient is respons ible for obtaining IRB 

approval for site-sponsored research under non-significant risk IDE in order to participate in the Advanced Retina Imaging (A R I) Network 

and receive PLEX Elite tools and updates that may require FDA 510(k) review. 
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www.zeiss.com/arinetwork 
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